August 23rd, 2007 – 2030 Comprehensive Plan Update – Working Group

Group 1 (7:10 – 7:30)

Gateway

· In the Gateway area some structures won’t be there in 30 years

· Some buildings need to be replaced sooner, not later (older hotels)

· Need incentives to redevelop/replace older structures

· Existing single family residential is not likely to be there in 30 years

· Need decorative landscaping in the area similar to Indian Trail

Smithtown Road

· Is currently developed as estate lots

· should redevelop as higher end residential

· Road needs to be upgraded and landscaped like Moore Road

· Include Westbrook Road in the Smithtown Character Area

· What is an estate lot?  Mostly 2 acres and up, as small as 1 acre.

· What about tree farm? Estate lots – residential.

Satellite North

· Needs more attention.

· closed grocery store.

· should be developed as it has been.

· not used for walking – would be nice to have some trails or sidewalks.

· Trucks on Satellite closer to McGinnis.

· Limited activity in buildings off Satellite North of 317.

· Lumber yard – stay O-I

Group 2  (7:30 – 7:50)

Smithtown Road

· Reduce size of character area to not include areas along Satellite Boulevard

· Tree Farm – upscale subdivision or park

· Smithtown Road remain the same

Gateway

· I-85 expansion will significantly impact businesses in the area
· Taller office buildings OK on “other side” of I-85.
· Some OK with higher office on both sides.
· Don’t want Jimmy Carter Boulevard – go to the other extreme.
· Taller corporate buildings OK
· Hotels for business travelers
· Don’t see residential
· Burnette Road area will be much different in next 30 years
· Need pedestrian transportation across I-85
Satellite North
· Sharon Industrial Boulevard is out of sight

· Some of the commercial in the area has been fixed up.

· Can’t see Sharon Industrial as residential

· Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road is an office/retail corridor

· What will attract office uses

· If we want high end offices in the area then the area needs to look high end, but is that enough

· Corporate Campus along Sharon Industrial OK, but some concern about a larger corporate campus

· What is the disadvantage for going up unlimited on Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road?

· Some OK with, other not OK with it, other concerned with any high rises in Gwinnett.

· If office is closer to home than what is the problem

· Do we want more of a Village feel or Cosmopolitan?  Seem to prefer Village feel.

· Do we need more roads? Yes, in the I-85 area – There is a regional traffic impact.

Group 3 (7:50 – 8:10)

Gateway

· 5 story OK in Gateway
· Take down some of the existing buildings
· Area should be mixed use
· Office is part of the mix
· Like something like Opus on all for Corner (I-85/Hwy. 317)
· Put Cinema near I-85
· Office uses – Class “A” – ex. St. Paul Traveler’s building
· Area on “other” side (east side) of I-85 needs more intensive study
· More intensive and more commercial than other areas of the City of Suwanee
· Impact of McGinnis Ferry Road
· Houses on Burnette will not stay there
· Focus on south side of I-85 (east)
· Access out of Publix site is poor
Satellite North

· Satellite north of 317 is all new
· Big buildings could be taken down
· Could be some redevelopment of big buildings depending on where the market is
· Issue of maintaining commercial/residential balance
· Sharon Industrial area medical offices or senior living near greenway and 317
· Should have a hospital in the area – it would encourage office development
· Satellite North and Gateway similar – both have redevelopment opportunities
· Sharon Industrial can be redeveloped but don’t want it to compete with Town Center.
· Explore connecting Smithtown Road to Martin Farm Road.
Smithtown Road

· Develop as residential
· Preserve
· Concerned about Smithtown Road bridge of I-85
· Widening Smithtown Road would ruin the character of the area
· Lots of subdivisions on major roads in other areas of the City of Suwanee
· Consensus that mini-town centers in different areas of city reduces trips
· Don’t want Smithtown Road opened up as a freeway.
