Suwanee’s approach to

LAND USE

Good planning involves understanding which
land uses belong in which locations and in what form.
Form is the architecture of the buildings and the placement
of the building and other structures in relationship to the road

and nearby uses. This strategy is known as form-based planning. In
Suwanee, the desired form strives for development at a human scale that
includes a variety of uses to meet the needs of the community resulting in a
compact walkable environment.

PLANNING

While some communities may be characterized as bedroom communities composed only
of housing, and others may be dominated by non-residential uses, Suwanee strives to achieve

a healthy, exciting, and balanced mix of development types and uses that allow for a complete
community. The city works collaboratively with potential developments in an effort to ensure they are
adding value to the overall community.

Suwanee is composed of various types of development forms. The city’s land use vision and goals are outlined
and discussed extensively in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The 2040 Plan identifies character areas throughout
the city, each with its own form, land use composition, and future development goals. City plans are updated on a regular basis.
For instance, the city will be updating the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

CHARACTER AREAS

Decisions regarding development and redevelopment of areas are made with respect to the existing and planned character of each
unique area. Within each of these character areas, there is an overarching expectation that land uses within these districts include
quality design, landscaping, pedestrian amenities, and enhance the overall image of the city.

TOWN CENTER is designed with traditional neighborhood principles.

HISTORIC OLD TOWN is developed in a historic pattern.

PEACHTREE INDUSTRIAL BOULEVARD is an example of suburban commercial development.
SMITHTOWN ROAD is an example of large lot suburban development.

SUWANEE GATEWAY is transitioning from an aging commercial interstate interchange to a high intensity class ‘A’ office area with
supporting hospitality.

VISION STATEMENT

“Suwanee 2040 will be a safe, fun, attractive, inclusive, evolving city with a unique, vibrant downtown that is well-connected to
established neighborhoods and commercial/employment opportunities. Neighborhoods farther from downtown will be largely
suburban, while development types closer to downtown will be taller, denser, and highly walkable. Town Center will be the city’s
economic, social, and cultural hub. Historic Old Town will be characterized by a mixture of old and new quaint smaller scale
development integrated into the existing fabric. Suwanee Gateway will serve local and regional commercial and employment
needs. Established neighborhoods will continue to be an essential source of quality homes attractive to families. Art, parks,
greenways, and open space will be important elements for recreation and identity. Suwanee will continue to grow in a deliberate
manner than enhances the city’s varied communities and quality of life.” - 2040 Comprehensive Plan

For more information, please see suwanee.com/services/documents-downloads for access to the city’s current and previous
comprehensive plan and other master plans related to downtown, parks, and pedestrian transportation plans.
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