June 4, 2020
Open Letter to the Suwanee Community:

We were all hurt and outraged when we learned about the tragic events in Minneapolis and death of
Mr. George Floyd. We mourn his death and are devastated that young black men, in particular, are
all too often the victims of unwarranted force and violence.

Something has to change. We understand that anger and deep pain exists and it transcends years of
history. The demonstrators around the nation have every right to demand meaningful change in
peaceful ways. Those feelings are honest and warranted. We stand with those peaceful
demonstrators.

In Suwanee we are fortunate that we have not personally experienced tragic events like those that
we have witnessed elsewhere. Nevertheless, as leaders, we commit to continuing our proactive
approach to prevent such occurrences in our community, as well as helping heal in whatever ways
we can.

We are proud that our Police Department employs a community oriented policing philosophy which
works in partnership with the community. We have, and will continue, to adopt and utilize modern,
appropriate, policies and procedures which are intended to prevent these types of situations. We
commit to continually reviewing our policies to ensure that they meet our community goals and
standards. We commit to properly training our police force and providing them with the proper
techniques to de-escalate tense situations. We commit to continually listening, learning, and
improving. Finally, we commit to continue to operate with respect, compassion, transparency,
accountability and integrity.

The actions that occurred with George Floyd are reprehensible and unacceptable. It is our opinion
that both the officer who held down George Floyd as well as the officers who failed to intervene
should be held accountable. Those actions would not, and will not, be tolerated in Suwanee.

We invite anyone who wants to learn more about our police approach to participate in one of our
10-Week Citizen Police Academies. This program, which has been in existence for 18 years,
allows citizens to learn first-hand about our Department and how we work. To reiterate, we stand
with the community.

Sincerely,

Mg@frﬂ% o (fir Lt~

Jimmy Burnette, Mayor\J Mikel Jone ief of Police Meakyin Allen, City Manager
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